
Being baptized means you are a follower of
Jesus. What kind of things can we do that
show others we are followers of Jesus?

The waters of the Baptismal Font reminds us that we
enter the Church through baptism. Baptism is a
sacrament of belonging. When we are baptized, we
are welcomed into our community of faith.

Baptismal Font

When we enter the church, we bless ourselves with
the holy water by praying the Sign of the Cross. This
reminds us that all of us who are baptized are
followers of Christ and members of the Church.

exploring sacred space

When you were baptized, your parents
held a baptismal candle for you.

Your baptismal candle was lit by the flame
of the Paschal (Easter) candle.

The Paschal (Easter) Candle is often placed near the
baptismal font. Each year, during the Easter Vigil, a new
candle is marked with the year and is lit for the first time.

This large candle is one of the many symbols of Christ's
presence among us. Jesus is the light of the world!

Paschal (Easter) Candle



This sacrament celebrates God's healing
forgiveness and love in our lives.

We celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation in the
reconciliation room.

Reconciliation Room

The cross reminds us that we are followers
of Jesus.

A processional cross is used to lead us in procession
when we gather for worship.

Processional Cross

These people are our parish family.

Look at the church pews. This place of assembly
looks beautiful when it is filled with people at prayer.
When we come to church on Sunday, we see all the
others who have come to worship and give thanks
to God.

Place of Assembly (Nave)

These pictures tell us of
Jesus' journey from Pilate's house

where Jesus was condemned to death
to the tomb in which he was buried.

Look around the church.
You will find the 14 Stations of the Cross. 

Stations of the Cross

In some churches, a 15th station is added to remind us
that Jesus rose from the dead.



You were anointed with the chrism when
you were baptized. The bishop will use
chrism to anoint you in the Sacrament of
Confirmation.

Three holy, or sacred, oils are blessed by the bishop
during Holy Week and given to parishes to be used
for anointing. The special case where the oils are
kept is called the ambry. The oil of catechumens
(OC) is used to bless and strengthen those who are
preparing for baptism. The oil of the sick (OI) is used
to anoint those in the parish who have serious illness
and are in need of Jesus' healing. Sacred chrism
(SC) is a perfumed oil used to anoint those who are
celebrating the Sacraments of Baptism,
Confirmation, and Holy Orders.

Holy Oils & Ambry

It is an ancient tradition of the Church to
keep the Blessed Sacrament in a place of

reverence so parishioners can come for
quiet prayer and meditation.

The Tabernacle is the place where we keep the Blessed
Sacrament - the hosts that have been consecrated at
Mass. These hosts are brought to people in the parish

who are too sick to join us for worship.

Tabernacle



It is always lit to remind us of the
Eucharistic presence of Jesus Christ.

The sanctuary lamp is a candle that burns in the
tabernacle area.

Sanctuary Lamp & Votive Candles

The use of this candle comes from an ancient Jewish
custom of having a light burning in the temple. The
candle reminds us that this is a holy place.

Sometimes you will see other candles in Catholic
churches. Votive (prayer) candles are found in
special places in front of a statue or shrine. When
people visit a church, sometimes they light a candle
as a sign that their prayers continue even after they
have left that church.

He broke the bread, gave it to the
disciples, and said, "Take this, all of you,

and eat of it, for this is my Body, which will
be given up for you." Then Jesus took the
chalice of wine and said, "Take this, all of

you, and drink from it, for this is the chalice
of my Blood." We hear these same words

spoken by the priest every time we
celebrate the Eucharist.

The altar is the table at which we celebrate our
Eucharistic meal. Just as we often light candles on our

tables at home, we have candles near the altar that we
light during Mass. At the Last Supper, Jesus shared

bread and wine with his disciples.

Altar

At Mass, you see a cloth on the altar - just as you might
see a tablecloth on the table at home. We use a paten

(which means "plate" or "platter" in Latin) to hold the
bread. A chalice (the Latin word for "cup") holds the wine.



When we hear the Sacred Scripture
proclaimed at Mass, God is speaking to us.

The Lectionary for Mass is a book that contains the
readings from Scripture that are proclaimed at
Mass. The Lectionary is not a Bible - it contains parts
of the Bible.

Lectionary & Ambo

As we hear in these lines, this is a prayer of
thanksgiving. When we celebrate the

Eucharist, we give thanks for God's love
and God's blessings to us.

The celebrant's chair is used by the priest who presides,
or leads, us in prayer at Mass. The prayers of the Mass

are found in a book called the Roman Missal. The
Eucharistic Prayer is one of the prayers found in the

Roman Missal. You have heard this prayer many times
before, starting with the following dialogue:

Celebrant's Chair

The priest begins with, "The Lord be with you." And we say
("And with your spirit.")

"Lift up your hearts." ("We lift them up to the Lord.")
"Let us give thanks to the Lord our God." ("It is right and just.")

The lector stands at the ambo to proclaim the
readings from Sacred Scripture at Mass. The priest
or deacon proclaims the Gospel. At Mass, we hear
stories about the life and teachings of Jesus from
one of the four Gospels.



The altar cloths, patens, chalices, and
unconsecrated hosts are also kept in the
vesting sacristy.

The different liturgical seasons and the
associated liturgical colors are:

Lent - violet (a deep royal violet)

Easter - white

Pentecost - red

Ordinary Time - green

The priest and many of the people who help us
celebrate the Eucharist come to the sacristy before
Mass. In the sacristy, the priest finds the vestments
that he will wear at Mass.

Vesting Sacristy

Each liturgical season has a liturgical color associated
with it. The symbolism of violet, white, green, and red

serve to underline moods appropriate to a season of the
liturgical year or may highlight a special occasion.

Liturgical Colors

Advent - violet (a blueish violet)

 Christmas - white


